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HOW TO CHANGE A FLAT TIREHOW TO CHANGE A FLAT TIREHOW TO CHANGE A FLAT TIRE   

Donõt PanicñJust Follow These Twelve Easy Steps  

ǒ STEP ONE: Put the car in park on level ground & apply the parking brake. 
Place manual transmission cars in gear. Make sure you are off the road. 
Turn the engine off & turn hazard lights on.  

ǒ STEP TWO: Place a wheel chock or a large rock behind (if facing uphill) or in 
front (if facing downhill) the diagonally opposing wheel to prevent the car 
from rolling. Do this even on a slight incline. Get out the spare, a lug nut 
wrench (tire iron) and the car jack. 

ǒ STEP THREE: Remove the hubcab if necessary. 

ǒ STEP FOUR: Loosen the lug nuts before jacking up the car. Place one end 
of the lug nut wrench over a lug nut. Use a hollow pipe (about 2 feet in 
length) for leverage by slipping it over the end of the lug nut wrench. Turn 
the wrench counterclockwise to loosen the lug nut. Loosen the lugs nuts in 
a star pattern�³first loosen one a few turns, then loosen the one opposite. 
Work across the tire until all the lug nuts are loose and unscrewed slightly. 
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correct and safe place to put the jack. Jack the car up a little higher than is 
necessary to remove the old tire so there is room to put the new tire on. 

ǒ STEP SIX: Remove the lug nuts all the way and set them aside in a place 
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hanging from the threaded studs now. 

ǒ STEP SEVEN: Remove the flat tire and set it aside. 
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which is the right way to put the new tire on, check for the valve where you 
add air�³it always faces out. 

ǒ STEP NINE: Replace the lug nuts. Make sure the cone shaped end faces 
inward. Tighten them the same way you loosened them�³give each nut a 
few turns, working around the wheel in a star pattern�³try not to tighten the 
nuts consecutively.  You will fully tighten the nuts when the car has been 
lowered to the ground. This helps prevent the car from slipping off the jack. 

ǒ STEP TEN: Slowly lower the jack and remove it. 

ǒ STEP ELEVEN: Tighten the lug nuts again as much as you can. 
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ǒ IMPORTANT: See your mechanic as soon as possible to make sure that the 
lug nuts have been tightened properly. Have him check your spare, check 
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Remember...an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 


